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ABSTRACT

A purely peer-to-peer version of electronic nothing would allow online

sacrifices to be sent directly from one party to no one without going

through a financial institution. Digital signatures provide part of the

solution, but the main benefits are lost if a trusted third party is

still required to prevent double-receiving. We propose a solution to the

double-receiving problem: there is nothing to receive. The network

timestamps transactions of value entering the void, forming a record that

cannot be changed without redoing the proof-of-nothing. The result is a

system where participants verifiably receive nothing, permanently and

irrevocably, with full transparency.
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1. Introduction

Commerce on the Internet has come to rely almost exclusively on promises. Every

project, protocol, and platform begins with a set of claims about what it will

deliver. Tokens with utility. Governance rights. Yield. Revenue sharing. Disruption

of legacy systems. A better future.

The inherent weakness of this promise-based model is that it requires trust. The

participant must trust that the team will deliver. That the token will have value.

That the roadmap will be followed. That the promises are not, in fact, nothing.

What is needed is an electronic system based on cryptographic proof instead of trust,

allowing participants to receive nothing directly, without the overhead of promises

that will eventually resolve to nothing anyway.

In this paper, we propose a solution: skip the promises entirely.

"We promise nothing. We deliver nothing. The math

checks out."

2. The Problem

The cryptocurrency ecosystem suffers from a fundamental inefficiency: the gap

between what projects promise and what they deliver. We refer to this as the

Promise-Delivery Delta (PDD).

PROJECT TYPE PROMISES DELIVERS PDD

DeFi Protocol 10,000% APY Rug pull ∞

NFT Collection Community + Utility JPEG Very high

L1 Blockchain Solve the trilemma Another trilemma High

Meme Coin Moon Zero Expected

Proof of Nothing Nothing Nothing 0

As demonstrated in Table 1, Proof of Nothing is the only project with a

Promise-Delivery Delta of zero. This represents a breakthrough in cryptographic

honesty.

[1] The PDD metric was invented for this whitepaper and has no academic basis.

3. Our Solution
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Proof of Nothing introduces a novel approach to the promise problem: elimination. By

removing all promises from the system, we achieve perfect alignment between

expectation and outcome.

The protocol operates as follows:

  1. Participant selects a supported chain (BTC, ETH, SOL)

  2. Participant sends cryptocurrency to the void address

  3. Transaction is verified on-chain

  4. Participant receives nothing

  5. Nothing is recorded on the public leaderboard

Step 4 is the critical innovation. Unlike competing protocols which require complex

smart contracts, oracles, bridges, and governance mechanisms to eventually deliver

nothing, our protocol delivers nothing immediately and with zero overhead.

"The most elegant code is no code. The most honest

promise is no promise."
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4. Technical Architecture

The Proof of Nothing architecture is deliberately minimal. We leverage existing

blockchain infrastructure to handle the hard part (taking your money) and a standard

web application to handle the easy part (giving you nothing).

4.1 The Void Addresses

Each supported chain has a designated void address. These are standard wallet

addresses with no special properties. Funds sent to these addresses are received by

us. What do we do with them? That is outside the scope of this whitepaper.

BTC: bc1qc2r5p3w3nlwl4y7224hev6m4gz6vge6y6vc4ga

ETH: 0xE9608b96F8552efaCCa955f018b95E5C5faAE9C3

SOL: GXTG5XFM2SgGowQh7TyLfKs4FJnFHntSNtBx7186W66B

4.2 Transaction Verification

Transactions are verified using RPC calls to the respective blockchain networks. We

check: (a) that the transaction exists, (b) that it sent value to our address, and

(c) that we received money. We do not check whether you received anything, because

you didn't.

4.3 The Leaderboard

A public leaderboard displays all verified sacrifices, ranked by USD value at the

time of transaction. This serves no functional purpose. It exists purely to transform

the act of losing money into a competitive sport.

5. Proof-of-Nothing Consensus

Traditional consensus mechanisms (Proof-of-Work, Proof-of-Stake) require

participants to expend resources to validate transactions. Proof-of-Nothing

introduces a simpler mechanism:

if (sent_money == True):

    received = nothing

    return nothing

else:

    received = also_nothing

    return nothing

The consensus is unanimous: you get nothing. This has been formally verified using

advanced mathematical techniques (counting to zero).

[2] Formal verification was performed by the author staring at the code for 10 minutes.
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6. Tokenomics

There is no token.

This section is intentionally left empty, much like the value proposition of most

projects that do have a tokenomics section.

ALLOCATION AMOUNT VESTING

Team 0 N/A

Investors 0 N/A

Community 0 N/A

Treasury 0 N/A

Ecosystem Fund 0 N/A

Marketing 0 N/A

Total Supply 0 Forever

Table 2: Token allocation. All figures are exact and audited.
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7. The Offering

Proof of Nothing does not conduct an ICO, IDO, IEO, or any other form of token sale.

There is no presale. There is no seed round. There is no private allocation. There is

no SAFT, SAFE, or SAY-PLEASE.

Instead, we offer The Dare: a simple challenge to send cryptocurrency to our void

addresses and prove, publicly and permanently, that you did it for nothing.

7.1 What You Receive

Nothing.

7.2 What You Do Not Receive

  · Tokens

  · Governance rights

  · Revenue sharing

  · Yield of any kind

  · Airdrops

  · NFTs

  · A sense of accomplishment

  · Tax deductions

  · Friendship

  · Inner peace

  · A refund

7.3 Refund Policy

No.

8. Security Considerations

Proof of Nothing has no smart contracts, which means it has no smart contract

vulnerabilities. This makes it, by definition, the most secure DeFi protocol ever

created.

Attack vectors considered:

Rug Pull: Impossible. There is no rug. There is no floor.

Flash Loan Attack: Cannot exploit a protocol that does nothing.

51% Attack: Even if you control 100% of nothing, you still have nothing.

Phishing: We encourage you to verify our addresses. You'll still get nothing.

Social Engineering: This entire project is social engineering, technically.
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[3] No formal security audit has been conducted. Auditing nothing felt redundant.

9. Roadmap

PHASE MILESTONE STATUS

Q1 2026 Launch nothing COMPLETE

Q2 2026 Continue nothing ON TRACK

Q3 2026 Scale nothing PLANNED

Q4 2026 Nothing 2.0 VISIONARY

2027 Still nothing INEVITABLE

We are ahead of schedule. All milestones involving nothing have been delivered or

exceeded. Nothing 2.0 will feature even less than Nothing 1.0.

10. Team

The team behind Proof of Nothing has chosen to remain pseudonymous, following the

proud tradition of Satoshi Nakamoto. Unlike Satoshi, we have not invented anything.

Satoshi Nakanobody — Founder & Chief Nothing Officer

Pioneered the field of nothing delivery. Previously did nothing at several other startups.

Anonymous — Lead Developer

Built the system that takes your money. Declined to build the system that gives you

anything back.

The Void — Advisor

Has extensive experience consuming resources and producing nothing. Previously advised

every VC-backed startup that failed.
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11. Conclusion

We have presented a system for electronic transactions that requires no trust,

because there is nothing to trust. No tokens are created. No value is returned. No

promises are made or broken.

Proof of Nothing represents a fundamental shift in how we think about cryptocurrency

projects. Where others add complexity, we subtract. Where others build, we don't.

Where others promise, we simply point at the void and invite you to participate.

The system works. The math is simple. The outcome is guaranteed.

"You get nothing."

That's the whole paper.
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APPENDIX A

Full Whitepaper (Unabridged)

"You get nothing."

End of whitepaper.

Total pages that matter: 1

Total pages of filler: the rest

proofofnothing.com
Send crypto. Get nothing. Verifiably.


